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Outdoor/Environmental Education Program

CHAPERONE INFORMATION

Chaperones can be parents, grandparents, guardians, teachers, or any other adult who comes along on the trip.

Chaperones play an important role in the Amigo Centre Outdoor/ Environmental Education experience.  We are grateful to you as a chaperone for your willingness to give of your time and share in the experiences of the program.

As chaperones, you are role models and are vital in helping us set a positive tone for the overall experience.

We feel it is important that you as a chaperone understand the responsibilities you carry within the program by outlining some of expectations of your role in this unique learning experience.  

Classes and Activities:

We ask that each study group be accompanied by a chaperone to all classes.  

Chaperones need to keep a watchful eye for inappropriate behavior at all times and be encouraged to “nip it in the bud”.  The instructor may ask a chaperone to take a student aside to address inappropriate behavior.  At the chaperone’s discretion, the student may then be brought back into the group.  Amigo staff will look to you to care for discipline problems with students.

Chaperones are encouraged to interact with students and instructors.  Your experiences shared in the out of doors will help nurture the students understanding and appreciation of nature.

If you as a chaperone are teaching a class, we now have instructional videos on our website for archery, fishing and orienteering.  Check out the videos at www.amigocentre.org under the Outdoor Education tab and refresh your knowledge.  

Encourage students to adhere to the rules by respecting others and the natural environment. When the instructor is talking, all eyes and attention should be focused on the instructor. Chaperones are to help keep students on the trail and from picking plants or getting into poison ivy.

Bells are not used to signal the start of activities.  Therefore, chaperones play an important role in helping students arrive at the appropriate places on time.

If you bring a cell phone, please be discrete in the use of it.  We understand that you may need to be reached at various times during the day, yet ask that you limit phone usage while assisting with classes because of the distraction to students.

Meals:

Chaperones and teachers should disperse themselves throughout the dining hall at various tables.  We ask that there be at least one adult per table at all meals.  This gives students a chance to interact informally with you about their experiences and helps with minimize discipline problems.

Students (and adults() will be allowed to go back for seconds on food.  We ask that you help by monitoring that only one student is up from your table at a time.  Also encourage students to finish what is on their plate before going back for seconds.

Overnight:

For overnight stays, it is extremely important that the students are well rested for the next day’s activities.  Being exposed to the elements all day can bring on fatigue, dehydration and tiredness.  When it is time to turn in for the night, it’s time to go to sleep. Be considerate of other cabins by keeping noise to a minimum at night. 

Pranks on other cabins are against Amigo Centre policy.

Chaperones, be firm in these areas as it is equally important for you to have a good nights rest. 

Please remember to bring alarm clocks.  You will be the open responsible for waking your cabin group each morning.  We will ring a bell 5 minutes before it is time to be lined up for breakfast at Pavilion Circle.

If showers are to be taken before bedtime, monitor the students so they are out of the showers and in their cabins by the designated time.  Likewise, if students decide to take showers in the morning, be sure they are ready for breakfast at the designated time.  Please discourage campers from getting up before 6:30 a.m., as this is disruptive to other campers who are still trying to sleep.

Other Information:

A vending machine is available that contains pop and water. The pop is for adults only.

The designated place for smoking is in the parking lot.  This is the only place where smoking is permitted on the grounds.  Butt buckets are provided for your convenience.

Thank You:

Once again, I want to say thanks to you for coming along and supporting your school’s experience at Amigo Centre.  We could not have a successful experience without you.  If you have any questions about your role, please ask an Amigo Staff person when you arrive.  Thanks so much!   

                                                                         Shalom,

 Cheryl K. Mast
                                                 Cheryl K. Mast


Coordinator of Outdoor/Environmental Education
            Amigo Centre
12.17.10
